
About MLA 

ÅProducer-owned organisation

ÅFunded by levies & Government matched R&D funding 

ÅMLA provides marketing and research services 

throughout the supply chain:

ïlivestock producers

ïmeat processors

ïexporters

ïretailers & foodservice



ÅIndustry value ïA$15.8 billion (1% GDP)

ÅMost valuable farm export (17% contribution)

Å> 100 million meals/week to > 100 countries

ÅEmploys > 300,000, mainly in SMEs 
throughout regional Australia

About Australiaõs red meat industry 





òWheat beltó(ABS 2001)

ÅAustraliaôs food 
bowl

ÅExemplifies grain 
regions

ÅAnnual crops

ÅRequire cool ñwetô 
winters and dry 
summers, better 
soils, arable land, 
mild climate, 

ÅMore profitable ï
occupies best land

ÅSorghum in 
subtropics



Sheep meat (0.7m tonnes)

Å47,000 properties 
ïmainly WA,  Vic 
and NSW

Å31% of agricultural 
activity

ÅMerino wool in 
drier regions and 
low quality native 
pastures

ÅLamb production 
in wetter regions

ÅSignificant 
contributor to 
grain sustainability



Cattle (2.2m tonnes)

Å87,000 properties ï

58% of agricultural 

activity 

ÅOccupies marginal 

land

ÅRuminants convert 

vegetation with no 

human food value 

into high quality, 

nutritious protein.



Food security

ÅRed meat is most 

adaptable and 

resilient food 

produced

ÅConstant output 

even through 

serious regional 

droughts.



Cattle production 

ðnorthern systems

ÅLow input ïlow output systems

ÅLow quality native pastures with 
mineral supplements ïlow stocking 
rates

ÅShort wet ïlong dry seasons

ÅMinimal management ïtwice-
yearly musters; water control

ÅBased on tropically-adapted 
Brahman breed (heat, humidity, 
ticks, disease)

ÅSignificant live export to Indonesia 
and SE Asia (~800,000 in 07-08)

ÅTraditionally supplied USA 
hamburger mkt.  Increasing grain-
finishing or direct for Japan, USA, 
Korea, Russia.



Cattle production 

ðsouthern systems

ÅNative and improved fertilised 

pastures on better soils in 

wheat belt and  wetter non-

arable country

ÅMore intensive managed; 

rotational grazing

ÅWater from farm dams and 

bores

ÅMarketed to feedlots or pasture 

finished for domestic and export 

markets (Japan, USA, Korea, 

Russia).


