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Horticulture in Australia

Product %

Fruits 34%

Vegetables 34%

Nursery 23%

Nuts 2%

Dried Fruit 2%

Other 5%
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Grains Meat Hort Dairy Wool Fish

One of the largest 
agricultural industries
in Australia ($8.3b)

With wine grapes ($9.7b)
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Major Growing areas

Atherton Tablelands

Burnett

Bowen/Burdekin

Young

North Moreton

South Moreton

Far North Coast

Mid North Coast

Central Coast

Sydney Basin

Tumbarumba/Batlow/Tumut

Goulburn Valley

Yarra Valley

Granite Belt

Swan Hill

Sunraysia

Riverland
Adelaide Hills

Menindee

Riverina
Central West

Central Tablelands

Ord River

Ti Tree
Canarvon

Gingin

Perth Hills

Donnybrook
Manjimup

Tamar Valley

Huon Valley

Kununurra

Darwin

Katherine

Gayndah/Munduhberra



Å 25,000 enterprises

Å 108,000 employed in production

Å 1.1% of national employment

Å 25% of total agriculture employment

Å 65% of value generated in regional Australia

Å Increase in corporate enterprises

Å A growth industry past, present and future

Australian horticulture



Australian Horticulture Exports

Africa
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Asia
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Europe
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Australia in the world market

USA

14%
Canada

2%

other Asia

21%

China 

12%
Japan

10%

other Europe

9%

UK

5%

Italy

5%

Germany

4%

France

4%

Australia

1%

all other 

13%

Source : Datamonitor 2004, HAL analysis



ó000 tons Australia China

Fruit Production 3,000 70,000

Vegetable Production 1,800 279,000

Fruit Exports 309 1,400

Vegetable Exports 169 2,400

Population 19.1m 1,282m

Australia in the world market



The challenges

Like many other areas of agribusiness we face -

Å Increasing domestic production



The challenges

Like many other areas of agribusiness we face -

Å Increasing domestic production

Å High labour costs and lack of availability



Increasing labour costs
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Source: ABS Cat 6302.0.



The challenges

Like many other areas of agribusiness we face -

Å Increasing domestic production

Å High labour costs and lack of availability

Å Lack of Government support



Low Government support
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Source: OECD(2003)



The challenges

Like many other areas of agribusiness we face -

Å Increasing domestic production

Å High labour costs and lack of availability

Å Lack of Government support

Å Increasing import competition 



Tough trading environment

RECENT TRENDS SHOW DECLINE IN EXPORTS & GROWTH IN IMPORTS, TRADE 
IMBALANCE. MARKET ACCESS & DEVELOPMENT ARE CRUCIAL TO THE  FUTURE 
 
AUSTRALIAN HORTCULTURAL EXPORTS (A$M)  

  2001/02  2004/05  CHANGE 

HS 06  NURSERY 46  36  -  10.1  

HS 07  VEGETABLES 243  174  - 68.7  

HS 08  FRUIT & NUTS  673  616  - 56.9  

HS 20  PROCESSED 248  244  - 4.5  

TOTAL  1210  1070  - 140.2  

 
AUSTRALIAN HORTCULTURAL IMPOR TS (A$M)  

  2001/02  2004/05  CHANGE 

HS 06  NURSERY 32  39  + 6.8  

HS 07  VEGETABLES 145  171  + 26.1  

HS 08  FRUIT & NUTS  298  410  + 111.8  

HS 20  PROCESSED 329  498  + 168.5  

TOTAL  804  1118  + 313.2  
 

$453m



The challenges

Like many other areas of agribusiness we face -

Å Increasing domestic production

Å High labour costs and lack of availability

Å Lack of Government support

Å Increasing import competition 

Å More intense global competition in export markets

Å Market access challenges



Competitive Environment

Source : SHAFFE 2004

Uruguay

South Africa

New Zealand

Chile

Brazil

Australia

Argentina



The challenges

Like many other areas of agribusiness we face -

Å Increasing domestic production

Å High labour costs and lack of availability

Å Lack of Government support

Å Increasing import competition 

Å More intense global competition in export markets

Å Market access challenges

Å Structural change in the supply chain

Å Technological change and economies of scale



Annual growth rates ½ vegetable yield
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NB: Excluding grapes



Annual growth rates ½ fruit yield
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NB: Excluding grapes



The challenges

Like many other areas of agribusiness we face -

Å Increasing domestic production

Å High labour costs and lack of availability

Å Lack of Government support

Å Increasing import competition 

Å More intense global competition in export markets

Å Market access challenges

Å Structural change in the supply chain

Å Technological change and economies of scale

Å Natural resources availability and management



Natural Resource Management


